THE DESCRIPTION OF THE TERMS USED IN THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN ACTUARIAL RISK ASSESSMENT TOOL


	ABUSE INDEX

	A1
Current  report is for abuse

	Score 1 if the current report or an allegation made during the investigation is for any type of abuse. This includes:
· physical abuse
· emotional abuse
· sexual abuse


	A2
Number of previous child protection investigations
	Score all prior investigations, whether they were substantiated or not, that were assigned for child protection investigation. Consider all adults in the household and count all prior investigations for which they were alleged to be perpetrators. Investigations for out of home perpetrators, e.g. the school or day care, are not counted.

1. Score 0 for no prior investigations
1. Score 1 for one prior abuse investigation
1. Score 2 if there were two prior abuse investigations
1. Score 3 if there were three or more prior abuse investigations.


	A3
Family previously received child protection services
	Score 1 if the family has previously received child protection services or is currently receiving services as a result of prior investigation. These services may be voluntary or court-ordered.


	A4
Number of children abused
	Choose the appropriate score according to the number of children under 18 years of age for whom abuse was alleged or is substantiated in the current investigation.


	A5
Age of youngest children
	Choose the appropriate score according the age of the youngest child who is presently living in the household where the alleged abuse occurred. 






	A6
Characteristics of the child
	Score this item based on statements by the parent/caregiver that a child has been diagnosed; statements by a medical doctor or professionals in the social services and mental health fields, or review of records. 
1. Score 0 if no child in the family exhibits any of the characteristics listed below.
1. Score 1 if any child in the family system commits an offence and has been referred to the youth criminal justice system. If child behaviour has not resulted in criminal involvement, but creates stress within the family, this should also be scored, e.g. children running away from home.
1. Score 1 if a child experiences a learning disability or face any other developmental challenge or is developmentally delayed. This can include children with autism spectrum disorders, cerebral palsy or dyslexia.
1. Score 1 if any child in the family experiences mental health or behavioural problems not related to a physical disability or developmental delay. Examples include ADHD, special education placement due to the child’s behaviour or receiving mental health treatment.
1. Score 1 if the child exhibits significant behaviour that is not developmentally related, e.g. withdrawn, fearful, inappropriate knowledge for the age of the child.


	A7
Prior injury to a child resulting from child abuse
	Score 1 if a child sustained an injury resulting from abuse prior to the referral that resulted in the current investigation.
Score 1 if an injury prior to the referral was reported and there was a suspicion that it could be a result of child abuse.


	A8
Primary caregiver’s response to the abusive incident
	1. Score 0 if none of the characteristics in b or c is present
1. Score 1 if the parent/caregiver blames the child for the incident of abuse. Sees the abuse as a consequence of the action of the child.
1. Score 2 if the parent/caregiver denies knowledge of symptoms or denies the significance of symptoms that could be related to an abusive incident. 
1. Score 2 if the parent/caregiver justifies the abuse of the child. The parent/caregiver states that his or her actions or inactions which resulted in harm to the child, was appropriate. An example would be to claim that the form of discipline was appropriate because it is how the parent/caregiver was raised.
1. Score 2 if the parent/caregiver does not acknowledge the fact that abuse could have happened to the child, by hiding the abuse or alleged abuse. 


	A9
Domestic violence  in the home in the past 
	Score 2 if there have been one or more physical assaults or multiple periods of intimidation/threats/harassments between parents/caregivers or between parent/caregivers and another adult.


	A10
Characteristics of the parent/caregiver
	Score 1 for each characteristic present and add the total score (maximum 3)
1. Score 0 if none of the characteristics mentioned in b, c or d are present
1. Score 1 if the parent/caregiver provides insufficient emotional support to the child, degrades the child or deprives the child of affection or emotional support
1. Score 1 if the parent’s/caregiver’s disciplinary methods caused or threaten harm to the child because of inappropriate methods in relation to the child’s age and/or developmental stage. Examples includes putting the child’s hand on a hot plate or holding the child’s hand over fire, or burning a child 
1. Score 1 if the parent’s/caregiver’s behaviour is characterised by overly controlling, restrictive or unfair actions, for example deliberately keeping food from a child as a measure of discipline


	A11
Parent/caregiver has a history of abuse as a child
	Score 1 if the parent/caregiver was exposed to abuse of a child (including physical, sexual or other form of abuse)

	A 12
One or both parent(s)/caregiver(s) has a past or current alcohol and/or drug abuse problem
	Score 1 if there is evidence of any form of substance abuse that has interfered with the functioning of the parent/caregiver. Such interferences is evidenced by:
· affected employment, criminal involvement, marital or family relationships, and parent’s/caregiver’s ability to provide protection, supervision and care for the child
· treatment that has been received for alcohol/substance abuse, currently or in the past


	NEGLECT INDEX

	N1
Current report is for neglect
	Score 1 if the current report is for any kind of neglect. This includes:
· severe and general neglect
· absence or incapacity of the parent/caregiver

	N2
Number of previous child  protection investigations
	Score all prior investigations, whether they were substantiated or not, that were assigned for child protection investigation. Count all investigations based on failure of the parent/caregiver to provide for the child’s basic physical, intellectual, emotional or social needs (Children’s Act 38 of 2005:9). Consider all adults in the household and count all prior investigations.
1. Score 0 for no prior investigations
1. Score 1 for one prior investigation relating to neglect
1. Score 2 if there were two prior investigations for neglect
1. Score 3 if there were three or more investigations for neglect


	N3
Family previously received CPS
	Score 1 if the family has previously received child protection services or is currently receiving services as a result of prior investigation. These services may be voluntary or court-ordered.


	N4
Number of children neglected
	Choose the appropriate score according to the number of children under 18 years of age for whom neglect was alleged or is substantiated in the current investigation. (Note: distinguish between intentional and non-intentional neglect)


	N5
Age of youngest child in the home
	Choose the appropriate score according the age of the youngest child who is presently living in the household where the alleged neglect occurred. 


	N6
Characteristics of the child(ren)
	1. Score 0 if no child in the family displays any of the characteristics listed in b, c or c
1. Score 1 if any child is medically fragile or has a physical condition requiring medical treatment or is diagnosed as failure to thrive. Medically fragile children are those with a life-threatening diagnosis that requires ongoing medical treatment and monitoring and the ongoing use of a medical device. Examples include a child who is dependent on a ventilator for breathing or on tube feeding. 
A diagnosis of failure to thrive refers to a child who has a growth disorder due to a lack of parental love and stimulation (Berk, 2007:196).
1. Score 1 if any child has a developmental, learning or physical       disability.
1. Score 1 if the child has been diagnosed with fetal alcohol syndrome.


	N7
Parent/caregiver provides physical and/or emotional care inconsistent with child’s needs
	1. Score 0 if no inconsistent care is present
1. Score 1 if the physical and/or emotional care of the child threatens the child’s wellbeing or results in harm to the child. 
Examples include lack of age-appropriate feeding, dirty clothes for extended periods, poor hygiene (not wash for extended period), failure to obtain medical care and immunisation, and poisonous or dangerous substance or objects within a child’s reach. An example of failure to provide appropriate emotional care is when the parent/caregiver rejects the child and does not respond to the child in a warm and protective manner.


	N8
Parent/caregiver has a past or mental health condition
	1. Score 0 if the parent/caregiver does not have a past or current mental health problem
1. Score 1 if verifiable statements exist that the parent/caregiver:
· has been diagnosed with a mental health problem
· had repeated referrals for a mental health evaluation
· was recommended for treatment/hospitalisation for emotional problems at any time


	N9
Parent/caregiver has past or current substance problem
	Score 1 if there is evidence of any form of substance abuse that has interfered with the functioning of the parent/caregiver. Such interferences is evidenced by:
· affected employment, criminal involvement, marital or family relationships, and parent’s/caregiver’s ability to provide protection, supervision and care for the child
· treatment that has been received for alcohol/substance abuse, currently or in the past


	N10
Current housing
	Score the appropriate amount given the characteristics present. 
1. Score 0 if housing is physically safe
1. Score 1 if the family has housing but the current housing situation is physically unsafe and does not meet the health or safety needs of the child. Examples include exposed electrical wiring, open fires, unprotected candles or primus stoves or congas, rat infestation, human and animal waste of floors, rotten food
1. Score 2 if the family is homeless or about to be evicted at the time of the investigation began.



	EXPLOITATION INDEX

	E1
Current report is for exploitation
	Score 1 if the current report or an allegation made during the investigation is for any type of child exploitation. This includes:
· the use of a child for slavery or practices similar to slavery, including but not limited to debt bondage, servitude and serfdom, or forced or compulsory labour or provision of services, forced marriageemploy a child for purposes of commercial sexual exploitation, including using the child for acts of prostitution or pornography
· use or employ a child for child trafficking, meaning the recruitment, sale, supply, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of children within or across the borders of the Republic
· use or employ a child for child labour, including inappropriate labour for a child of that age
· use or offer a child or attempt to do so for the commission of any offence listed in Schedule 1 or Schedule 2 of the Criminal Procedure Act, 1977 (Act 51 of 1977)
· removal of body parts
· adoption of a child facilitated or secured through illegal means
(Children’s Act 38 of 2005, Section 141, concepts)

	E2
Number of previous child protection investigations
	Score all prior investigations related to child protection, that were assigned for child protection investigation, whether they were substantiated or not.
1. Score 0 for no prior investigations
1. Score 1 for one prior exploitation investigation
1. Score 2 for two prior exploitation investigations
1. Score 3 for three or more prior exploitation investigations


	E3
Family previously received CPS
	Score 1 if the family has previously received child protection services or is currently receiving services as a result of prior investigation. These services may be voluntary or court-ordered.


	E4
Number of children exploited
	Choose the appropriate score according to the number of children under 18 years of age for whom exploitation was alleged or is substantiated in the current investigation.




	E5
Age of the youngest child exploited
	Choose the appropriate score according the age of the youngest child who is presently living in the household where the alleged exploitation occurred. 

	E6
The child is involved in the following activities
	1. Score 0 if none of the activities listed below is involved
1. Score 1 for each of the following activities that the child is involved with:
· child labour: work by a child which is exploitative, hazardous or otherwise inappropriate for a child of that age, as well as work that places at risk the child’s wellbeing, education, physical or mental health, or spiritual, moral, emotional or social development. It includes child slavery or practices similar to slavery, including but not limited to debt bondage, servitude and serfdom, or forced or compulsory labour or provision of services (The Children’s Act, 38 of 2005, Chapter 1; Section 141) 
· sexual exploitation: the use of a child to perform sexual activities for financial or other reward, including acts of prostitution or pornography irrespective of whether that reward is claimed by, payable to or shared with the child, the parent/caregiver of the child or any other person (The Children’s Act, 38 of 2005, Chapter 1)
· child trafficking: the recruitment, sale, supply, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of children within or across the borders of the Republic, including the use of threat, force or other forms of coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of power or the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control of the child (The Children’s Act, 38 of 2005, Chapter 1)
· illegal adoption:the adoption of a child facilitated or secured through illegal means (The Children’s Act, 38 of 2005, Chapter 1)
· forced marriage:a marriage is a forced marriage when both of the partners do not consent to the marriage. If a person under the age of 18 years enters into marriage, written permission should be obtained from the Minister or authorised officer in the public service that the marriage is considered desirable and in the best interest of the parties (Recognition of Customary Marriages Act, 1998, Section 3)
· removal of body parts (The Children’s Act, 38 of 2005, Chapter 1)
· commissioned offences:use or offer a child or attempt to do so for the commission of any offence listed in Schedule 1 or Schedule 2 of the Criminal Procedure Act, 1977 (Act 51 of 1977)
· unaccompanied minor: the child is under the age of 18 years and lives without supervision of an adult person
· foreign child: the child is under the age of 18 years and is not a legal South African citizen.

	E7
Parent’s/caregiver’s response to child exploitation
	1. Score 0 if none of the characteristics in b or c is present
1. Score 1 if the parent/caregiver blames the child for the exploitation. Sees the abuse as a consequence of the action of the child.
1. Score 2 if the parent/caregiver justifies the exploitation of the child. The parent/caregiver states that his or her actions or inactions which resulted in harm to the child, was appropriate. An example would be a parent who condones the act of child prostitution due to financial gains for the family.
1. Score 2 if the parent denies the situation.




